Metastatic adenocarcinoma in the cervical lymph nodes from an occult primary.
Cervical lymph node metastases as the only site of disease is a rare presentation of an adenocarcinoma of unknown primary origin. This retrospective analysis examines the records of ten consecutive patients at the Middlesex Hospital with this diagnosis between 1954 and 1986. The diagnostic protocol employed and the results of radical treatment are evaluated. Nine patients received radiation therapy with intent to cure, and one patient had a radical neck dissection. Overall actuarial survival for all patients (10) at 2 years was 23% and at 5 years 0%. Only two of the 10 patients subsequently revealed a primary tumour--both below the clavicles. Disease control above the clavicles was not achieved in a single patient despite radical treatment.